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Dear Community!

With railML 3.3, railML moved from the 15-element Dublin Core Metadata Element Set to the
newer and more extensive Dublin Core Metadata Initiative Terms. The motivation for the upgrade
was to cover metadata that the original 15-element set could not and to harness the more specific
properties and types offered by the DCMI Terms.

Our current recommendations for use of the DCMI Terms in railML are summarised in [1]. These
are divided into terms where we have defined a relevant usage in railML (stable), terms where
there may be a relevant usage (experimental) and terms we regard as irrelevant for usage in
railML (not relevant).

For technical reasons, the railML wiki has not been able to provide any documentation for the
elements in the Dublin Core namespaces. This lack of documentation has led to some confusion
about the correct usage of these elements. Indeed, the usage of Dublin Core elements in railML
3.x has to our knowledge never been documented. This raises a question if the documentation
from railML 2.x should apply to DC elements in railML 3.1 and 3.2, or if we should align the usage
of DC elements in 3.2 with the usage of the corresponding DCMI Terms in railML 3.3 (see [2]).

For further context, see [3]. We welcome all feedback on using the new DCMI Terms and also on
what to do for railML 3.2.

[1]  https://development.railml.org/railml/version3/uploads/205ef
2c9650202b65733bf5eb7bfb70a/2025-02-07_railML3.3_Metadata_do cumentation.xlsx
[2]  https://development.railml.org/railml/version3/uploads/0c544
3f3c5643bfb57c23c490556cff3/2025-02-07_railML3.2_Metadata_do cumentation.xlsx
[3] https://development.railml.org/railml/version3/-/issues/575

Best regards,
Thomas
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